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SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 

THE COURSE "THE MESSAGE OF JESUS 

TO OUR MODERN LIFE" 



STUDY VI 

ECONOMIC LIFE 



By this time any class which has pursued 
this course up to the present point must 
have come to see that to apply the teaching 
of Jesus to the complex problems of modern 
society is no easy task. Rather does such 
application require all our wisdom to con- 
ceive its details and all our courage to exe- 
cute its requirements. 

Perhaps no phase of life presents so many 
difficult problems in this task as the world 
of financial necessity and economic con- 
ditions. Strong men with high ideals are 
frequently subjected to harsh criticism, 
when in reality they are so entangled by 
the interdependence of financial interests 
that to institute the reform which is called 
for would bring distress to more people 
than it would help. It is painfully clear, 
however that the business world is not 
swayed by the principle of brotherly love 
which Jesus taught, and that a gradual 
permeation of business life by the principles 
of Jesus is the task of the Christian com- 
munity and of Christian men and women 
engaged in business. Sudden revolution in 
the business world would mean destruction 
to many deserving as well as undeserving 
people, but gradual evolution will sooner or 
later bring peaceful changes, made per- 
manent because they are based on the prin- 
ciples of Jesus. 

There is a great opportunity in connec- 
tion with this study to set the members of 
the group to thinking, investigating, and 
reporting upon economic conditions in their 
own town, county, or state. If possible, 
let their thought and investigation lead 
to immediate remedial action of some sort. 



The program for the first meeting may 
well be based on the study of Jesus' own 
thinking about the problems which sur- 
rounded him in the economic world of his 
day. 

Leader: A presentation of the economic 
conditions which prevailed in the days of 
Jesus and the common methods of the 
amelioration of poverty. 

Members: (i) Retelling of stories in 
which Jesus showed his attitude toward the 
poor. (2) Retelling of stories in which 
Jesus revealed his attitude toward the rich. 

Discussion: The common principle under- 
lying the action of Jesus in all these cases. 
(3) The opinion of the members of the class 
as to the relative importance of wealth and 
other good things (health, education, reli- 
gion, etc.) as producers of happiness. (4) 
The happiest group of people in the com- 
munity and the causes of their happiness. 
(5) The implications of Jesus' saying, "How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." 

The second meeting may be devoted 
entirely to the discussion of questions such 
as the following: 

1. What would Jesus do with beggars 
today? 

2. Is there such a class as the idle rich ? 
If so, how would Jesus deal with them ? 

3. Suppose that in a particular instance 
honesty would lead a man to bankruptcy. 
What would Jesus' instruction to such a 
man be ? 

4. Can a corporation lawyer be honest 
himself and serve a corporation in its dis- 
honest practices ? 
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5. Would Jesus regard child labor as an 
economic matter? 

6. Does wealth lead to degeneracy, 
physical and moral ? 

7. Is the possession of wealth in itself a 
question of morality ? 

8. Are the moral questions concerned 
with wealth dependent upon the amount 
of wealth ? 

9. To what extent are modern settle- 
ments, associated charities, labor unions, 
municipal lodging houses, Christian asso- 
ciations, postal savings banks, and other 
organizations for the deposit of small 
amounts, expressions of the principles of 
Jesus applied to economic problems? 

10. Do the churches in your community 
use their wealth to the best advantage in the 
promotion of Christian brotherhood and 
Christian charity ? 

11. Is the misuse of wealth most detri- 
mental to the rich or to the poor ? 



12. What moral questions are involved 
in thrift and the habit of saving ? 
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